
The Bigger Picture 
Doing Church Differently 

Word for the week 
Words of wisdom from our Pastor, Mike…. 

Walking in the country recently, I saw a large crowd outside a cafe. It 
was lunchtime and too many people had given their orders in a short 
space of time and the whole scene was becoming a little chaotic. When 
the server came to the counter with some food she struggled to locate 
the appropriate customer(s) because she was so softly spoken.  

I started to loudly announce which lunches were ready and soon people 
were asking me all kinds of questions about the system and the availability of ketchup etc. I was 
mistakenly identified by some people as a worker at the cafe! 

At this time of year, we look forward to the coming of Jesus as a baby. During Jesus’ adult 
ministry, he was mistakenly identified by some as a glutton, a liar and a blasphemer. Very few 
people realised that he was the Saviour of the world. Very few people understood that the 
Messiah would have a spiritual mission rather than a political one. 

Jesus is portrayed today by many as a man who was basically good but not the Son of God. 
Actually, if Jesus was lying or deluded about his identity, he was a blasphemer and he was either a 
madman or a bad man but certainly not a good man. 

After a fairly normal upbringing and short career as a carpenter, Jesus began to proclaim that the 
Kingdom of God was beginning to break in through his ministry and this would be confirmed 
through his death and his resurrection?  

Have you correctly identified Jesus as the king of kings and lord of lords? Have you trusted him as 
your personal Saviour and friend? 
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What should we pray? 

To help build our faith, we reflect on the nature 
of the one to whom we pray. 

We give thanks that God is enthroned in the 
heavens and yet is close to the poor and 
broken-hearted. 

‘The Lord has established his 
throne in heaven, and his kingdom 
rules over all.’ (Psalm 103:19) 

‘The Lord is close to the broken-
hearted and saves those who are 
crushed in spirit.’  
(Psalm 34:18) 

We give thanks that God is good and he loves 
all that he has made. 

‘Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love 
endures forever.’ (Psalm 136:1) 

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life.’ (John 3:16) 

We give thanks that God hears and responds 
to our prayers. 

‘The Lord is near to all who call on 
him, to all who call on him in truth.’
 (Psalm 145:18) 

‘If you, then, though you are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your Father in 
heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!’ 
 Matthew 7:11) 

Many thanks to Tearfund for these reflections. 



Jesus Loves You 

“Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me 
so” - a well known song of Sunday School past. 

You know that God loves you. 

“God showed how much he loved us by sending his 
one and only Son into the world so that we might 
have eternal life through him. 10This is real love…” 
 (1 John 4:9-10) 

We are born with an inbuilt need to be loved and 
cared for. We are happier and function better when 
we have the security of being loved. 

Knowing you are loved is knowing someone accepts 
you exactly as you are, that you have their support 
when trouble hits, that you have companionship 
when you need it.  

While it is really important to know that you are 
loved, the real power is in feeling loved.  

 
We know God loves us 
but when do we feel it, 
how do we experience 
it? 

“Dear friends, since God 
loved us that much, we 
surely ought to love 
each other. 12No one has 
ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives 
in us, and his love is brought to full expression in 
us.”  (1 John 4:11-12) 

We experience God’s love through our expressions 
of love to each other.  

I wonder, what can you do to make other people 
feel loved? It’s particularly difficult during the Covid 
restrictions but let’s find a way to make sure people 
know they are loved, and feel they are loved. 

Feeling Low? Look up! 

Mike looks at what you can do when you lack 
self-esteem (part 2)  

Be positive, resisting every negative influence.  

Finally, whatever is true, whatever is 
honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, 
if there is any excellence, if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things.  

Philippians 4:8  

Thank God in everything    

Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  

1 Thessalonians 5:18  

 
Use your imagination to see yourself being 
shaped by God in your circumstances  

In any and every circumstance, I have learned 
the secret of facing plenty and hunger, 
abundance and need.  

Philippians 4:12  

Seek the will of God as the top priority in your 
life  

But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you. Therefore, do not be anxious 
about tomorrow  

Matthew 6:33-34  

SHARON’S SNIPPETS 

Apples growing along the A14 

You Sow, God Grows 

I wonder how many times you have thrown an apple core in a hedge and 
not thought much more about it. Driving along the M6 and A 14 I notice 
apples growing among the trees on the grass verge. I imagine a 
passenger in years gone by, throwing their apple core out the window as 
the car speeds by. A seed takes root and grows. From that carelessly 
tossed core, a tree has grown and year on year it produces fruit.  

We never know when something we say will land, take root and grow 
into something big. Be ready to spread the Gospel message. Be open to 
promptings from the Holy Spirit. Ask God to guide you and give you 
opportunities to sow the seeds of faith. Then leave God to grow the 
seeds you throw out there. 


