
The Bigger Picture 
Doing Church Differently 

Word for the week 
Words of wisdom from our Pastor, Mike…. 

The new football season is just a few weeks old and there has 
been a trend of premiership teams losing at home and, 
sometimes, losing heavily including Manchester City 5-2 and 
Manchester United 6-1. This would have been virtually 
unheard of in past seasons. What are the home teams missing? 
The most obvious answer is the encouragement of the crowd. 

In the book of Hebrews we read, ‘Since we are surrounded by 
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders’. We could easily retort that we have never known a 
time when so much is hindering us. If that is true, how much 
more do we need the encouragement of others? Perhaps, if we 
want others to encourage us, we should set the ball rolling by encouraging them. 

Somebody once said sardonically that far too many Christians seem to be using the ‘gift of 
discouragement’. Flipping that on its head, you don’t need to wait until you have received 
the ‘gift of encouragement’ before you encourage others. You can do that anytime through 
the words that you say and the things that you do. 

A chap in the New Testament was called Barnabas which means, ‘Son of encouragement’. Is 
there room for only one Barnabas in the church? Absolutely not, so go and be a Barnabas 
today and encourage somebody who might be flagging.  

What should we pray? 

Please pray for.... 

Sunday -  the first service in the building with a 
congregation happening 
today that God would help 
us to worship him and hear 
his voice whether we are in 
the sanctuary or on zoom.  

Monday - areas in England 
most at Covid-19 risk which 
are on high and very high 
alert and other areas on the brink of being put 
into these two categories.  

Tuesday - the United States Presidential 
election taking place on 3 November. May 
God’s will be done. 

Wednesday - our elders: Graham, Marinella & 
Pete; our deacons: Andrew, Chris, Dave, Deb & 
Penny; our church staff: Mike, Sharon & 
Vanessa.  

Thursday - everyone at MRBC who have 
continued to give financially 
towards the ministries of the 
church and have remained 
connected with each other. 
Give thanks for their 
commitment and generosity. 

Friday - the successful 
development of an effective vaccine to combat 
the global pandemic.  

Saturday - all those in our fellowship who are 
struggling with health issues, family problems, 
or unemployment.  
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Walking in the Cotswolds recently, I came across a 
field with a couple of pigs and a handful of sheep.  

I was struck by this scene 
and the verse in Acts 10, 
‘Do not call something 
unclean if God has made 
it clean.’ came to mind. 

The New Testament Jews 
thought they knew the 
rules around what 
animals they could and 
couldn’t eat.  

Reading Deuteronomy 14 or Leviticus 11 you may 
feel confident you know which were clean and 
which were unclean, sheep were ok, pigs were not.  

But Jesus turned that on its head. Mark 7:18-19 
says, ‘“Don’t you see that nothing that enters a 
person from the outside can defile them? For it 
doesn’t go into their heart but into their stomach, 
and then out of the body.” (In saying this, Jesus 
declared all foods clean.)’ 

This seemed to be confirmed in the vision given to 
Peter in Acts 10,. Through this vision Peter realised, 
‘God has shown me that I should no longer think of 
anyone as impure or unclean.’ (Acts 10:28) 

People sometimes judge others by what they look 
like or what they expect them to be like from a 
preformed opinion or stereotype. 

Who are you judging as ‘unclean’ or undesirable, 
that God might have made clean? 

Tail of Two Rodents  
A word from Mike… 

Walking in Coventry a few days ago, I happened to 
venture across 2 rodents. I saw the tail and back 
end of a rat disappearing down a drain far too close 
to me for comfort! 

Then, I encountered a cute looking squirrel with a 
bushy tail calmly coming towards me possibly 
hoping for an edible handout.  

I realised that I had been repulsed by the rat but 
fascinated by the squirrel. Why should I recoil at the 
former but be intrigued by the latter? Should I not 
be equally wary or equally welcoming of all 
rodents? 

God warned Samuel, ‘People look at the outward 
appearance but the Lord looks at the heart’. It 
seems to me that if we react to rodents in terms of 
how cute they look, we may be in danger of acting 
foolishly! 

Let’s not get seduced 
by the world into 
believing that image 
and appearance is all 
important. God is 
concerned about 
inward reality and so 
should we be.  

SHARON’S SNIPPETS 

Hard Hitting Headlines….  

Mike takes us in the book of James (Part 2)  

LISTEN WITHOUT INTERRUPTING 
SPEAK WITHOUT ERUPTING 

Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak 
and slow to become angry.  

James 1: 19 

STOP PULLING OTHERS DOWN 
START LIFTING GOD UP 

With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse human beings, who have 
been made in God’s likeness.  

James 3: 9 

DO NOT SIT IN JUDGMENT 

Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another.  
James 4: 11 

The Bigger Picture 

Over the last 2-3 weeks I have seen an unusual 
number of rainbows in the sky. The most recent 
was on 9th Oct. As we started 24 hours of prayer 
there was a rainbow, visible over the church 
building. This really felt like confirmation from God 
that he hears our prayers and is with us. 

In a recent visit to Syd & June , Syd pointed us to 
Colossians 3:1-2 “set your sights on the realities of 
heaven….Think about the things of heaven, not the 
things of earth.”  

Take heart in the rainbow. 
Don’t dwell on the current 
situation but focus on God. 
As June said, ‘Only God can 
see the Bigger Picture’.  
Put your trust in him. 

Sharon 


