
8th November 2020 

Remembrance 

Coventry Blitz – 80 years 

OPENING WORSHIP 

Reading 

The opening reading is Romans 8:28, 31 

And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who 
love God and are called according to his purpose for them. 

What shall we say about such wonderful things as these? If God is for us, who can ever be 
against us? 

Song 

If you don’t know the words, or you can’t sing, then worshipping God using your body, like in an action 
song, is a great way to praise the Lord.  

Whatever happens, remember, God uses all situations for the best when it comes to his people. So stand 
strong and know God is for you. Let’s sing and dance and worship God. 

CityAlight song, ‘God is for us’ - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXrr2KcRqdo 
 

 

EXPLORING THE BIBLE 

All Age Talk 

This November is 80 years since the Coventry Blitz. Therefore, the All Age Talk 
remembers the people of Coventry who lived through, and died in, the 
bombing of that night. And has an important message about forgiveness and 
reaching out to our enemies.  

 

The link for the all age talk is https://youtu.be/Eue5eO3RE9E 

 

Points for Discussion 

What do you think it was it like to be a child during the war?  
Speak to older family members who might have memories of the war, or perhaps they remember stories 
that their parents told them. If you don’t have anyone to talk to, this video is quite good - https://
youtu.be/4idj7fI6OZg 

 

 

PRAYER ACTIVITIES 

Remember 

We are going to make a cross and poppy to remember the people of Coventry who 
lived and died in World War II. 

1. Print the template on page 4. 
2. Colour in the poppy and the cross (if you want to) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mXrr2KcRqdo
https://youtu.be/Eue5eO3RE9E
https://youtu.be/4idj7fI6OZg
https://youtu.be/4idj7fI6OZg


3. Cut out the cross and poppy. 
4. Stick the cross on card, or on a blank piece of paper if you want to make a poster. 
5. Stick the poppy to the centre of the cross. 
6. Write on the cross, something like, ‘We Remember’, ‘In Remembrance’, or ‘Lest we 

forget’ 
If you are making a poster add writing around the cross and perhaps draw more 
poppies. 

7. Give thanks to God for the people in your family who lived through, or died in, the 
war. Without their bravery you wouldn’t be here today. 

8. Perhaps display your cross or poster in your front window. Whenever you return home and see your 
poppy cross remember to give thanks to God. 

 

Alternatively, if you are out for a walk – look for suitable twigs or bits of wood and tie 
together, using string, to make a cross. You can then attach a flower, poppy, or cut out a 
flower shape from paper or tissue paper and attach it. You can then stick it in the ground 
and spend some time as a family giving thanks for the people who got us through WWII. 

 

Prayer of Forgiveness for the Nation 

After the Cathedral was destroyed in the Coventry Blitz the Dean of the cathedral inscribed the word’s 
‘Father Forgive’ on the wall behind the altar. He made a commitment to forgiveness and reconciliation 
instead of seeking revenge on the people responsible for the attack. 

Forgiveness is very important for all of us. As Christians, God will forgive us whenever we say sorry and 
change or ways, but also, we need to forgive people who hurt or offend us. Forgiving someone, instead of 
getting revenge, frees us from the pain and stress that unforgiveness causes. 

The Coventry Litany of Reconciliation is normally read in the new Cathedral at 12 noon every weekday 
(Covid restrictions allowing) and in the old Cathedral ruins on Friday. 

This nation really needs us to pray for it right now as we start a second covid lockdown. 

In 2 Chronicles 7:12-14 God says, 

“I have heard your prayer and have chosen this Temple as the place for making sacrifices. 13At 
times I might shut up the heavens so that no rain falls, or command grasshoppers to devour your 
crops, or send plagues among you. 14 Then if my people who are called by my name will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven 
and will forgive their sins and restore their land.” 

Your family can do your bit by asking God for forgiveness using the following (based on the Litany of 
Reconciliation) at the same time every day (find a time when you are all able to be there).  

All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 

The hatred and intolerance of people who are different which divides nations and divides people 
within the nations, 
Father, forgive. 

The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their own, 
Father, forgive. 

The greed which leads people to exploit and cheat people and destroy the earth, 
Father, forgive. 

Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others, 
Father, forgive. 



Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the refugee, 
Father, forgive. 

The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God, 
Father, forgive. 

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. 

[Printable version on page5] 

 

Prayer Colouring 

Print off the Colouring picture on page 6. As you colour meditate on the words, by which I mean, repeat 
the words and ponder on what they mean to you.  

 

 

COMMUNION 

Today we remember the sacrifice made by men and women who fought, died, and lived through wars to 
keep this country free. Through taking Communion, we will also remember the sacrifice that Jesus made 
when he was crucified on the cross. A sacrifice that means we can be forgiven for 
our wrongs and free from the damage it does to our spirits. 

 

Everyone who loves the Lord is invited to come to the Lord’s table to take 
Communion. Come, not because you have to, but because you love Jesus and 
want to ‘come to him’ now. 

If you want to take Communion as a family you should first prepare the elements. For each person you will 
need a small drink to represent the wine and a piece of bread, cracker, or even a biscuit, to represent the 
bread. 

When you are ready to take Communion click on the link to the YouTube video and I will lead you through 
Communion.  
All Age Communion video - https://youtu.be/dpI7EzeCsFE 

 

 

SONG 

“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 
John 8:36 

As we stop and thank God for those who have paid the price for our freedom, let us also remember to 
thank God for Jesus, who has set us free by paying the price for our sin. If you have accepted Jesus died to 
set you free then you are free indeed and you are a child of God! 

Who You Say I Am - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8g4yRqQ3fc 

 

Father God,  
We thank you that we live in freedom.  
We are thankful for all the men and women who paid the price for that freedom, but even more, we thank 
you that Jesus died to set us free from our sin.  
Amen 

https://youtu.be/dpI7EzeCsFE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8g4yRqQ3fc




Prayer of Forgiveness for the Nation 

 

In 2 Chronicles 7:12-14 God says, 

“I have heard your prayer and have chosen this Temple as the place for 
making sacrifices. 13At times I might shut up the heavens so that no rain 
falls, or command grasshoppers to devour your crops, or send plagues 
among you. 14 Then if my people who are called by my name will 
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and 
restore their land.” 

 

All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 

The hatred and intolerance of people who are different which divides 
nations and divides people within the nations, 
 Father, forgive. 

The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their 
own, 
 Father, forgive. 

The greed which leads people to exploit and cheat people and destroy the 
earth, 
 Father, forgive. 

Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others, 
 Father, forgive. 

Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the 
refugee, 
 Father, forgive. 

The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God, 
 Father, forgive. 

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you. 



John 15:13 


