
The Bigger Picture 
Doing Church Differently 

Word for the week 
Words of wisdom from our Pastor, Mike…. 

Last weekend, I was enjoying a truly tranquil walk by a beautiful 
canal on a lovely sunny day when it happened... a narrowboat close 
to me was suddenly at a very 
strange angle on the water. A 
man on the towpath cried 
out, ‘Stop’ but the chap on 
the narrowboat continued 

with his efforts to straighten the boat out which 
resulted in it careering in a sideways direction and 
almost making contact with both banks. 

The man on the towpath muttered under his breath as he walked quickly past me shouting 
out, ‘Stop, just stop will you?’ As I continued on my way, I’ve no doubt that the situation was 
brought very quickly under control. As I reflected on this unusual incident, I felt that God 
was speaking to me and, potentially, through me to you. 

I felt that he was saying to some of us that we need to stop trying to fix things through our 
own ingenuity at work or at home or at church and let him step in before we make a mess of 
it. I think he was telling us men in particular that sometimes we have to admit that we can’t 
fix some things all by ourselves. 

We’re living through times when many of us feel more helpless than usual but I believe that 
God is saying that it’s okay for us to feel like that providing we recognise that, ultimately, he 
is our best and most reliable helper.  
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Welcome 
Welcome to the 23rd 

The Bigger Picture. 

Draw closer to God and 
grow more like Jesus.  

May you know God’s love, 
Mike & Sharon 

This seems particularly significant given what has 
happened with Covid-19 since December 2019. 
And it isn’t going away quickly. 

The time has come for the nation to turn to God. 
For the people of God to humble themselves and 
seek God’s intervention. As Christians we should 
turn to God to pray on behalf of the nation, to 
ask for his forgiveness and healing. 

In answer to this, David Hathaway, a well known 
British evangelist, is petitioning the government  
to call a national day of prayer. Please sign the 
petition if you have the technology to do so. 

Petition link 
https://citizengo.org/en-gb/181873-prime-

minister-call-national-day-prayer  

Stop and Pray 
A word on prayer from Sharon… 

During times of crisis, in times when there is 
nothing we can do to change the situation, 
when we have no control, the one thing we 
can, and should do, is turn to God in prayer. 

Since December 2019, 2 Chronicles 7:14 has 
been coming up.  

“At times I might ... send plagues among 
you. 14then if my people who are called by 
my name will humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and 
will forgive their sins and restore their 
land.”  2 Chronicles 7:13-14 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcitizengo.org%2Fen-gb%2F181873-prime-minister-call-national-day-prayer&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce57ccea20af441bd6bda08d857b596ae%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637355784703929625&sdata=g
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcitizengo.org%2Fen-gb%2F181873-prime-minister-call-national-day-prayer&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce57ccea20af441bd6bda08d857b596ae%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637355784703929625&sdata=g


Seeing the Bigger Picture... 

Thoughts from Sharon…..  

I regularly go out walking and frequently come 
across obstacles such as gates and stiles that I 
need to negotiate in a Covid secure manner.  

Last week, the 
obstacles included a 
number of fallen 
trees blocking the 
path. 

Fortunately it was 
easy to get round the 
trees and continue 
on my walk. 

In life we face many 
obstacles that get in 

the way of what we want to do. These can be 
minor or major, short term or long term.  

The one big obstacle currently affecting all our 
lives is Covid-19. It is getting in the way of 
many things we used to do without a thought, 

Jesus promised his disciples and us that the 
Holy Spirit would be a wonderful teacher.  

The Holy Spirit reminds us of all the teaching 
in the Bible including the sayings of Jesus. The 
consequence of us taking the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit into our heads and hearts is that 
we can enjoy a peace which is better than any 
other kind of peace. 

To benefit from the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, we need to meditate on the Bible and 
listen to online teaching resources and listen 
to mature Christians who have a sharp 
understanding about God’s ways and God’s 
will.  

The Ministries of the Holy Spirit 
Mike looks at the role of the Holy Spirit... 

The Teaching Ministry 

So far, we have thought, firstly, about the 
‘evangelistic’ role of the Holy Spirit. He convicts 
people about their sin and he helps bring about 
their conversion. Secondly, we thought about 
the ‘sanctifying’ role of the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit helps to make us holy through 
manifesting in us both the ‘Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit’ and the ‘Fruit of the Holy Spirit’. 

Thirdly, we should consider the ‘teaching’ role 
of the Holy Spirit. When Jesus was preparing his 
disciples for his imminent departure from the 
earth he said these words in John 14, 
26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I have 
said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I 
give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid’. 

including going to church. 

But it can’t get in the way of our relationship 
with God—not if we don’t let it. 

We may not be able to come together to 
worship in the same way we used to but we can 
still connect with God in a number of ways, 
through meditating on God’s word, talking to 
God, spending time in God’s presence, and 
waiting, listening for God speaking to us. We 
can be fed by listening to sermons and reading 
words of inspiration, and lift our spirits by 
singing songs of worship. 

We are all on a spiritual journey, growing and 
changing to be more like Christ.  

Have you grown during the last 6 months? If 
not, what are the obstacles that are getting in 
the way? If you don’t know, ask God to reveal 
them to you.  

Clear the blockages, ask God to lead you, and 
move forward on your spiritual journey. 

15“If you love me, obey my command-
ments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Advocate, who will 
never leave you. 17He is the Holy Spirit, 
who leads into all truth. 

John 14:15-17 


