
The Bigger Picture 
Doing Church Differently 

Word for the week 
Words of wisdom from our Pastor, Mike…. 

4 months ago, I thought the worst case scenario was that we would 
be back in the church building at the start of September. Well, we 
are still doing online church and just beginning to think seriously 
about the possibility of returning to the MRBC building. 

On the other hand, 4 months ago, I firmly believed that online 
church was second best and we had to cope with it. Now, I have 
come to value so many aspects of the technology which enables us 

to do all kinds of spiritual activity differently. 

I now cannot even conceive of the possibility of, eventually, ‘doing church’ 
in exactly the same ways as I had happily done for decades. Much wisdom 
will be needed to pick up again some of the old things that are worth 
keeping and to discard those things that are now ‘out of season’. 

Who decides what to keep and what to throw away? Is it the church 
members or the church leaders or is it God? Of course, it is God, but how 
do we work out what he is saying? We will need to pray together and on 
our own. We will need to meditate on his word. We will need to wait for 
God to speak through pictures and prophetic words. 

What happens if we don’t like what he is saying? We will then need to seek his confirmation. 
God’s people have sometimes ignored him when it didn’t suit them. We daren’t do that so 
let us boldly ask him to show us what MRBC should look like in the months and years to 
come and then let us do what he tells us. 

6th September 2020 

Welcome 
Welcome to the 21st 

The Bigger Picture. 

Do not fear the future but 
ask God for courage.  

May you know God’s love, 
Mike & Sharon 

12The righteous will flourish like a palm tree. 14They will still bear fruit in old age.  (Psalm 92: 12,14) 

Pray, Speak and Act 

Thanks to Sue Rattigan for putting the following 
thoughts together... 

I truly believe that Jesus wants every child to come to 
him and that we should try our hardest to change the 
way His name has been watered down in society and 
school settings so that many children do not know 
anything about him. 

All we can do is what MRBC does best; PRAY and ask 
the Lord to train us all to speak only words that bring 
life. 

He gives his people power so that many would be 
healed, delivered, and made whole: ‘And God is able 
to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will abound in 

every good work.’ (2 Corinthians 9: 8)  

Pray that God will fill us with His good gifts to equip 
us to give out to those He brings into our lives. 

Father God, soften our hearts where we as a group 
have become hard.  
Make us fresh where we have become stale.  
Help us to be open to your Holy Spirit promptings.  

Keep our eyes, ears and feet moving forward, looking 
straight ahead, not back to former days and old 
ways.  

Please make us all ready to move out with 
confidence into the future that you have already 
planned for us. 

With your help Lord, we as your church will flourish 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Doing church differently 



Seeing the Bigger Picture... 
Thoughts from Sharon…..  

What excites you, makes you laugh, amazes 
you enough to make you want to tell your 
friends and family whether they are interested 
or not?  

We frequently share news about our lives, talk 
with enthusiasm about a book we’ve read or a 
good TV programme we saw last night, pass on 
tips for a good place to eat or a bargain buy at 
the local shop, but when it comes to talking 
about the really Good News we are more 
reticent. 

As a Christian, Jesus gave us the instruction to  

“...go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19) 

This isn’t just an instruction for the ministers 
and natural evangelists, who seem to find it 
easy to speak publicly about God and faith. But 
and instruction for us all. Even for ministers, 
speaking to non Christians isn’t always 
comfortable or easy. 

Are you still excited about God?  

God, then Jesus made it clear that step 2 is to 
convert them, ‘Very truly I tell you, no one 
can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of the Spirit.’  

The message of the Holy Spirit is never, "Look 
at me; listen to me; come to me and get to 
know me", but always, "Look at Jesus; see his 
glory; listen to him; hear his word; go to him 
and have life; get to know him and enjoy his 
gifts of joy and peace."  

The first ministry of the Holy Spirit is to be a 
matchmaker; to bring an individual and Jesus 
together. Maybe, you are praying for a 
particular person to become a Christian. If so, 
ask God the Father to send Holy Spirit to 
them to introduce them to Jesus. 

The Ministries of the Holy Spirit 

Mike looks at the role of the Holy Spirit, the 
third part of the Trinity... 

The Evangelist 

Christians sometimes disagree or get confused 
about the ministries of the Holy Spirit. This 
week we think about the ‘evangelistic’ role of 
the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus told the disciples about the Holy Spirit, 
‘When he comes, he will prove the world to be 
in the wrong about sin’. In other words, the 
Holy Spirit would convict people about their sin 
and their need to confess to God that they are 
sinful people.  

If the evangelistic role of the Holy Spirit begins 
with convicting people of their rebellion against 

Have you lost the 
excitement and 
fire you had when 
you first became a 
Christian? 

Do you speak to 
other Christians 
about what God is 
doing in your life? 

We speak freely about something we are 
passionate about and know a lot about.  

The best way to speak to non Christians about 
God is to speak to a Christian in earshot of the 
non Christian. 

Experience tells me that people will listen in, 
some may have ears to hear, some may get 
involved in your conversation, some may switch 
off or move away.  

The more you experience of God the more you 
have to share. Get your fire back, dive into the 
Bible, sing worship songs and shout your 
prayers to God. 

Be open to God speaking to you and be open to 
the opportunity to talk about your experiences. 

Take Jesus to the people 


