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Word for the week 
Words of wisdom from our Pastor, Mike…. 

Recently, I got 3 emails in one day promising me ‘double for my 
money’! The first retailer promised me double rewards until 31 
August. The second retailer promised me double points for the next 
4 days and the third told me I’ll get double points if I make a 
purchase in the next 7 days. You probably have received similar 
incentives to spend more money. 

Now we know Jesus didn’t offer any such incentives for us to engage 
in more spiritual activity or did he? Actually, I think he did!  

‘But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. 
Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.’ Matthew 7: 6. 

Doesn’t that sound a little bit like extra rewards for those who pray discreetly rather than making 
a song and dance about it? Why might we get extra rewards for praying behind closed doors? 

Firstly, because there are no distractions assuming we turn our phones off! Prayer is generally 
more rewarding when we are not being distracted by other people and 
other things. When I was a young pastor, I remember being with 
someone who prayed for salvation while they were watching a TV 
programme. I now doubt whether that prayer was answered! 

Secondly, because there are no admirers assuming we are praying on our 
own. Jesus was so aware of believers in his day of who made sure other 
people could see and hear them pray because they wanted to impress 
them. Jesus made it clear that praying with that sort of motivation would 
be unlikely to yield positive results. 

It is wonderfully rewarding when our prayers are answered so follow Jesus’ guidelines. 
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Pray Without Ceasing 

Nobody can pray without ceasing! Yet it is possible to 
have a constant attitude of prayer wherever we are 
and whatever we’re doing! To help build our faith, 
we reflect on the nature of the one to whom we 
pray. 

We give thanks that God is enthroned in the 
heavens and yet is close to the poor and broken 
hearted. 

‘The Lord is close to the broken-hearted and saves 
those who are crushed in spirit.’  (Psalm 34:18) 

We give thanks that God is good and he loves all 
that he has made. 

‘Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love 
endures forever.’ (Psalm 136:1) 

We give thanks that God hears and responds to our 
prayers. 

‘If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give 
good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask 
him!’  (Matthew 7:11) 

Pray this week for our country and for our 
government.  
Pray for your family and friends.  
Pray for your church leaders and church friends.  
Pray for those who are ill or depressed.  
Pray for yourself that you come to know Jesus better. 



Word of Encouragment... 
Thoughts from Sharon…..  

God’s Promise 

“I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and 
it will be the sign of the covenant between 
me and the earth.” 

Genesis 9:13 

While out walking last weekend, I saw an 
unusual rainbow in the sky (photo below), 
being much flatter in shape than the normal 
‘rainbow’ shape. 

We associate the rainbow with God’s promise. 
In Genesis 9 the promise from God is to not 

Jesus blazed with righteous anger against all 
who tried to turn religion into business. Jesus 
also lamented every person who displayed an 
outward show of spirituality without any 
genuine inward reality. 

I think there were other occasions when Jesus 
was angry. I think he was angry with those 
who fretted about Sabbath rules rather than 
rejoicing in the miracles that he was 
performing on the Sabbath day. 

We know he was indignant with his disciples 
for trying to prevent people from bringing 
children to receive a blessing from him. 

However, I think Jesus was ‘slow to anger’ 
just as God the Father is. Jesus was patient 
with Peter and the other disciples when they 
messed up. 

Jesus wasn’t an overly emotional person but 
sometimes he cried, sometimes he laughed 
and sometimes he got justifiably angry just as 
we should!  

The Emotional Jesus  

Did Jesus ever become emotional? It has been 
claimed there isn’t much evidence in the Bible of 
Jesus becoming emotional. Actually, there might 
be more than you realise. 

Jesus Angry 

In this series, we have acknowledged that Jesus 
knew how to cry and he knew how to laugh and 
he knew how to do both in totally appropriate 
ways. What about anger? Did he ever become 
angry and how justifiable was it? 

The most obvious example is found in Matthew 
21: 12-13 where we read that, ‘Jesus entered 
the temple courts and overturned the tables of 
the money changers and the benches of those 
selling doves’. 

The money changers were ripping people off 
with high exchange rates and the merchants 
were overcharging for birds and animals for 
sacrifices. They were causing discord and 
corrupting the premier place of worship. 

destroy the whole earth as he did in the great 
flood. 

The unusual nature of this rainbow was formed 
when a particular set of conditions came 
together at the same time. 

Personally I feel God is speaking through this.  

To me it speaks of God’s promise but reminds 
me that it is to be in God’s time, when all the 
elements are in the right place. 

This could be personal to me, God reassuring 
me that his promise to me stands firm, all in 
good time.  

Or it could be a general message relating to the 
current situation with covid-19, and God’s 
promise not to wipe out every living creature. 

I wonder, is God speaking to you through this 
rare rainbow. I’d be interested to hear if God 
gives you a word of knowledge or an 
interpretation of this picture. 

Photo taken at 4.09pm on Friday 21st August 2020 


