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Word for the week 
Words of wisdom from our Pastor, Mike…. 

They say that beauty is in the eye of the beholder. Recently, whilst 
walking at Stoke Floods, I felt inspired by the fragrant purple wild 
flowers which are proliferating gloriously in all directions and I 
spontaneously put together one of those very short videos which 
you may have watched! 

I received one very interesting response about the ‘gloriously 
fragrant flowers’. I was informed that, actually, they aren’t glorious 

flowers or fragrant. They are, in fact, ‘invasive, stinking weeds’ called Himalayan Balsam.  

So how should we decide whether the Himalayan Balsam emits an unpleasant odour or a 
pleasing aroma? Perhaps, we can’t because this is a subjective call. Life is full of subjective 
opinions about all kinds of things and all kinds of people.  

I wonder whether you have a low view of yourself based on the 
opinions of others. Well, if you are a Christian, I wonder whether 
you know how God describes every believer in the Bible. 
Amongst many other wonderful affirmations, God calls you ‘the 
apple of his eye’. So, the creator of the universe regards you and 
me as incredibly special. 

I don’t know about you, but that makes me feel about 10 feet 
tall. I don’t know about you, but if God regards me as the ‘apple 
of his eye’, I’m far less bothered about what other people think.  

Anyway, why don’t you take a stroll sometime round the back of 
Stoke Floods and have a sniff of the Himalayan Balsam and tell 
me what you think about the smell!  

16th August 2020 

Welcome 
Welcome to the 18th 

The Bigger Picture. 

The fourth of our special  
summer editions. 

Peace be with you 
Mike & Sharon 

Make a Point to Pray 

Let us prioritise those we know who have health 
issues. In particular, please pray Glo & Keith, 
Martin & Gill, Terry & Sue, and  Syd & June. 

A’Level results came out on Thursday, with GSCE 
results due this coming Thursday. Please pray for 
the young people you know, who are at these 
milestones in their  education. May they turn to 
the Lord in these uncertain times and may the 
decisions they make be wise and God led. 

This week it was officially announced that the 
country is in recession. Please pray for  anyone you 
know who is facing an uncertain future in their 
employment and for young people who are coming 

onto the job market for the first time. 

Give thanks for God’s protection over the 
Meredith Road family, that God has kept us safe in 
these hazardous times.  

Give thanks for the excellent worship meetings 
we’ve had on zoom.  

Also, let us thank God for one another and all the 
opportunities we have had to connect with friends 
and family. 

Finally, let us praise our wonderful God who never 
changes, who has been so obviously with us 
during these uncertain times, and who is in total 
control of the months ahead. 

Amen 



Time to Think... 
Take some time to think about what Jesus 
means to you.  

Who do you say I am? 

Jesus asked the disciples this question. And 
“they replied, “some say John the Baptist, 
some say Elijah, and others say Jeremiah or 
one of the other prophets….Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God.” ”  (Matthew 16:14,16) 

There are many names or descriptions for 
Jesus in the Bible, the Good Shepherd, the 
Bread of Life,  Son of God, the Word of God, 
the Light of the World, the Rock, the 
Cornerstone, the Lamb of God….. 

I wonder, what is the most helpful for you, 
how do you best relate to Jesus? 

Do you see him as a Good Shepherd, looking 
after his flock, taking care of their needs, 
leading them, protecting them? 

Perhaps you relate best to him as a source of 
nourishment, the Bread of Life - “Whoever 
comes to me will never be hungry again. 
Whoever believes in me will never be 
thirsty.” (John 6:35) 

Maybe he is the Rock on which you build your 

Some people think he was empathising with 
John’s two sisters who were upset. Others 
think he was disturbed because his late 
arrival was being questioned. Still others 
believe he was agonising about the likely 
mixed response to the amazing miracle he 
was about to perform. What do you think? 

I don’t think for one moment that this was 
the only occasion that Jesus cried because it 
is a normal part of being fully human to shed 
tears in moments of pain and sadness as well 
as in moments of joy and triumph. What that 
means, of course, is that it is more than okay 
for you to cry at certain times too.  

The Emotional Jesus  
Mike starts a new series 

Did Jesus ever become emotional? It has been 
claimed there isn’t much evidence in the Bible 
of Jesus becoming emotional. Actually, there 
might be more than you realise. 

Jesus Wept 

We begin this series by considering whether 
Jesus ever cried. The standout verse is the 
shortest verse in the Bible in John 11:35 where 
we read simply, ‘Jesus wept’. We read about 
Lazarus, a great friend of Jesus, losing his life. 
The bystanders reacted to the tears of Jesus by 
saying, ‘See how he loved him!’ Jesus did love 
Lazarus but was that really the reason why 
Jesus wept? 

life or the Cornerstone holding all things together 
for you - steady, stable, reliable, unchanging. 

Or do you simply relate to Jesus the man, a 
brother, a friend, someone who understands and 
is always available to listen, to comfort, to advise 
you? 

Personally, I best relate to Jesus as the Light of 
the world. The light that was there at the 
beginning - “Let there be Light” (Genesis 1:3) -  
through which all things were then made. The 
good light that shines in the darkness (the evil and 
sin of the world) bringing the hope and love, the 
grace and mercy, 
of God to the 
people who are 
lost and stumbling 
in the darkness . 

However you see 
Jesus, stay close to 
him , draw 
strength from him,  
and grow to be 
more like him. May 
other people see 
Jesus in you and be 
drawn to find Jesus 
for themselves. 

“The people who walk in darkness will 
see a great light. For those who live  
in a land of deep darkness,  
a light will shine.”  (Isaiah 9:2) 
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