
The Bigger Picture 
Doing Church Differently 

Word for the week 
Words of wisdom from our Pastor, Mike…. 

Recently, I was climbing the highest mountain in England on the 
hottest day of the year so far. Okay, I admit it, I was puffing a little 
bit. Then a walker descending the mountain said to me, ‘I’ll let you 
go first as what you’ve got to do is much harder than what I’ve got 
to do’. I suddenly felt deflated even though I’ve been up Scafell Pike 
before so knew, more or less, what I’d taken on. 

Then, later on, another walker coming down said, ‘Don’t worry, not 
too far to go’. I suddenly felt invigorated. Can you imagine how I felt a bit later when a third 
walker going past said, ‘Nearly there’. 

What lessons do I draw from my experience? Firstly, be careful what you say to another 
person as it could have a much greater impact than you might imagine. Secondly, most 
things worth doing require a bit of effort on our part. Thirdly, as God’s people, we are on a 
journey and, though we sometimes get a little discouraged, we need to keep going as, 
eventually, it will turn out to be incredibly worthwhile.  

The fourth and final lesson is to do with my son-in-law who was 
climbing the mountain with me. Every time he found that he’d got 
well ahead of me he stopped and waited patiently for me to catch 
up.  

On the Christian journey, some people handle the whole 
adventure better than others but there should be no 
competitiveness. We want all our brothers and sisters to get to 
the summit safely so we should look out for the strugglers. Let us 
wait for them and give them words of encouragement.  
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Word of Encouragement 

When I read these verses recently, my mind 
turned to Christians persecuted for their faith. 

When praying for the persecuted Church let us 
remember, “those who follow godly paths will 
rest in peace when they die”.  

Through the grace and mercy of our faithful God, 
persecuted Christians, martyred for their faith, 
are saved from the sin and struggles of this world. 

Let us remember to pray that, 

− those facing persecution will have the strength 
to endure it 

− God will continue to protect them from evil 

− the friends and family of those who have died 
for their faith know that they rest in peace 

“Good people pass away; 

the godly often die before their time. 

But no one seems to care or wonder why. 

No one seems to understand 

that God is protecting them from  

the evil to come. 

For those who follow godly paths 

will rest in peace when they die.”  

(Isaiah 57:1-2) 



Time to Think... 
Take some time to think about what the Bible 
is saying to us today.  
[Mike will be talking about this in zoom on Sunday 
9th August 2020] 

God Speaks Through a Young Girl  
Read 2 Kings 5:1-6 

Let us consider the young Israeli servant girl 

1. She had been abducted - this girl had been 
taken from her homeland, was likely on her 
own away from all family. Was she in the 
wrong place at the wrong time when she 
was captured? Was she in the wrong place 
at the wrong time now? Was her capture 
and move to Aram/Syria part of God’s plan 
for her? 

2. She had a deep faith in God - do you 
agree? Was her faith in God or Elisha? She 
could have been angry with God, angry 
with the people who took her away from 
the life she knew, but she doesn’t appear 
to be. In fact she appears to be concerned, 
‘If only’ he would go he would be cured. 

as a blessing. We are to ‘rejoice and be 
glad’ (v12). 

Jesus gives three reasons for doing so: 

Firstly, because in the words of Jesus, ‘Great 
is your reward in heaven’ (v12).  

Secondly, our joy comes from identifying with 
Jesus. It is because of him (v11) that we are 
persecuted. It should be an honour and 
privilege to be linked with Jesus in this way. 

Thirdly, it is a sign 
that our faith is 
genuine since the 
prophets were 
persecuted in the 
same way.  

The Bible indicates 
that followers of 
Jesus Christ should 
expect persecution!  

Bible Study 

Mike’s thoughts on the Sermon on the Mount, 
this week looking at Matthew 5:10 

Jesus Promises Blessings  

“‘Blessed are those who are persecuted  
because of righteousness,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 5:10 

We might think that if we live the kind of life that 
Jesus advocated we would be universally popular 
but Jesus never guaranteed popularity. In fact, he 
warns us that there is bound to be opposition 
sooner or later! 

He never said, ‘Come to me and your troubles will 
be over.’ We are supposed to be the conscience 
of mankind and that can make us unpopular and 
may result in insults and ridicule or even worse. 

Jesus never told us to seek persecution, but he 
did say when it comes, we are to regard it 

3. She had great credibility -  probably the 
most amazing part of this story is that 
Naaman and his wife listen to this girl. She is 
young, female, a foreigner AND a servant. 
What was it about her that meant they 
listened?  Why were they so sure of her utter 
trustworthiness? 
What was it that convinced them it was 
possible that anyone could heal Leprosy?  

We have many opportunities 

God often speaks through people, and he can 
speak through you. You may think you don’t 
have any influence or authority but God often 
uses the weak and ordinary people. You may not 
feel comfortable speaking to people about God, 
but God can give you the strength and courage.  

Wherever you are, whoever you are, young or 
old, man or woman, be open to the possibility of 
God speaking through you, and take every 
opportunity, as it presents itself, to point other 
people to Jesus in all you do or say.  

Be wise in the way you act to outsiders  
making the most of every opportunity. 

(Colossians 4:5) 


