
The Bigger Picture 
Doing Church Differently 

Word for the week 
Words of wisdom from our Pastor, Mike…. 

Would you like me to share a secret? I have formed an 
attachment! To discover what I’m going on about, you’ll need to 
walk to the fire station not far from the church. Take a right 
straight after the fire station and stroll over the grass to the River 
Sowe. Walk left alongside the river for about 15 minutes crossing 
one bridge along the way.  

Immediately after you walk over two short wooden walkways, 
you will come to a small clearing by the river and you will 
discover the object of my affections. It’s a tree full of character 
bending right over the river with the leafy branches almost 
making contact with the opposite bank. 

This tree reminds me of Psalm 1, ‘Blessed is the one… whose delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and who meditates on his law, day and night. That person is like a tree planted by streams of 

water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither.’  

We are meant to be rooted in God and his word. We are meant to be 
nourished by streams of living water through the person of the Holy 
Spirit. We are meant to be yielding fruit for Jesus. How can we do that 
in lockdown? Possibly, in the way that we communicate with other 
people who are feeling weary and anxious. Possibly, in the way that 
we have an attitude of gratitude towards a God who is gentle and kind 
in his dealings with us. 

Sometimes, I visit that tree to spend some time with God. Maybe, 
you’d like to track down that tree for yourself and take a few minutes 
for prayer and reflection. Maybe, I’ll see you down there.  

10th May 2020 

Get Involved 

Sunday 10th May 
Mike’s sermon for today is now available on 
https://youtu.be/XA7pgcmO-qI   

Thursday 14th May 
10.30am - Encounter - Encounter God 
through the Bible - Mike will lead a Bible 
study on Psalm 103. 

Sunday 17th May 
10.30am - Worship & Praise - a church 
gathering on Zoom, including, a short talk by 
Mike, and songs chosen and led by Helen.  

Family Worship 

On the MRBC website there are resources for families 
who want to worship together in a creative way. 

I have designed it so you can have a service style time 
with your family. However, if it suits you better, pick 

out the items which work for your family.  

This week the theme is God’s Promise. 

http://www.mrb-church.org.uk/
children-and-families-on-sunday/  

“For the Lord is a great God, 
a great King above all gods. ” 

(Psalm 95:3) 

Welcome 
Welcome to the fourth issue of 
The Bigger Picture.  

We hope you are able to use 
the reflections, worship songs 
and prayer pointers, during 
the week, to draw closer to 
God. 

May you know God’s love and 
presence through this week.  

Mike & Sharon 

https://youtu.be/XA7pgcmO-qI
http://www.mrb-church.org.uk/children-and-families-on-sunday/
http://www.mrb-church.org.uk/children-and-families-on-sunday/


Prayer Challenge 
For those who dare to go deeper with God 

Repent - A Big Prayer 

“Repent, then, and turn to God, so that 
your sins may be wiped out, that times of 
refreshing may come from the Lord” 

Acts 3:19 

We all know we are sinners but we don’t always 
know what our sins are. The sins that we do 
know about we try not to commit, and ask 
God’s forgiveness when we inevitably fail. 

On the cross Jesus said of the Roman soldiers 
(and the Jewish leaders), ‘Father, forgive them 
for they do not know what they are 
doing.’ (Luke 23:34) We all have sins that we 
don’t know we’re doing and we should ask God 
to forgive us for our unknown sins. 

As Christians we should all be aspiring to be 
more like Jesus who was sin free. We may never 
reach that state while we are on earth but it 
shouldn’t stop us trying. 

The Pray Challenge for this week is to ask God 
to reveal to you, a sin he wants you to repent of 
at this time. This is a big prayer. If you pray it 

you must be prepared to work at what God 
shows you.  

God will only reveal a particular sin to you when 
the time is right for you to be delivered from it. 
If he does show you something be assured he 
will give you the strength to break free of it. 

He gives strength to the weary 
and increases the power of the weak.  

Isaiah 40:29 

Praying as Jesus Prayed 
In this series we look at the prayer Jesus taught 
his disciples. This week we consider what Jesus 
meant by…... 

And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us  

When the disciples asked Jesus for guidance on 
prayer, repenting from sin, seeking God’s 
forgiveness and forgiving other people was 
included in his response. This tells us the 
importance of addressing our sin, and the 
importance of not hanging onto a hurt or holding a 
grudge against other people. 

“But when you are praying, first forgive 
anyone you are holding a grudge against, 
so that your Father in heaven will forgive 
your sins, too.” 

Mark 25:11 

This suggests a link between the two—if we don’t 
forgive people then God won’t forgive us.  

This isn’t quite the way it seems—If we don’t 
forgive other people then we aren’t behaving in a 
Christ like way, we are essentially moving away 
from God. In moving away from God we will find it 
harder to face up to our own sins and earnestly 
seek God’s forgiveness. 

So in our daily prayers Jesus teaches us to 
acknowledge our sinful state, to confess our sins, 
and to ask God’s forgiveness. But also, do not 
underestimate the harm of a hurt unforgiven, 
examine your feelings towards others, ask God to 
reveal any unforgiveness in your heart. If you are 
carrying a hurt it can hold you back. Make the 
decision to be released from it, make the decision 
to forgive and move on.  

“Confess your sins to each other and pray 
for each other so that you may be healed.” 

James 5:16 

The Lord’s Prayer by Jubilee worship 

https://youtu.be/oIbalA3xbWo 

https://youtu.be/oIbalA3xbWo


Sing Your Praises to the Lord 
A week of worship from our worship leader, 
Linda. 

This week I have chosen some songs to help us 
connect with the themes in Psalm 1 (See "Word 
for the Week"), such as meditating on/being 
obedient to God's Word, being set apart as God's 
holy people and being fruitful. There is also one 
song ("Merciful" by Graham Kendrick) which 
helps us to personally respond to the theme of 
forgiveness in the "Praying as Jesus prayed" 
section. 

May you discover the treasures of God's Word 
(Psalm 19:7-11) and be blessed..... Let's get our 
heads in The Book! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merciful - https://youtu.be/go1YRI-ea2o 
 
Psalm 1 - https://music.youtube.com/watch?
v=74sQNz1wa7I&list=RDAMVM74sQNz1wa7I 
 
My delight is in you - https://
music.youtube.com/watch?v=I-
J3zQAx2ak&feature=share 
 
We shall stand - https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=98zofMSMI5I 
 
Speak O Lord - https://music.youtube.com/
watch?v=ubRlJj8xkds&feature=share 
 
Every promise - https://music.youtube.com/
watch?v=0DpSIIiWkEM&feature=share 
 
Your Word - https://music.youtube.com/watch?
v=VU_rGEbLDuk&feature=share 
 
You Tube playlist of all the songs: https://
music.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLJU7Buh8JALFQC1Bru7U7n-cEI6x-yeVT  
 

Prayer Pointers 
This week let us pray for 

Sunday  people living alone, missing face to face contact with friends 
and family. 

Monday  the young people - for those struggling to study at home; for 
those who should have been doing GCSEs or A’levels; for 
those who are suffering with mental health issues. 

Tuesday  families - for those coping with home schooling; for those 
having to entertain young children all day everyday; for 
those feeling the pressure of a full house 24/7. 

Wednesday households who are struggling financially. 

Thursday teachers - for those teaching online; for those maintaining a 
connection with vulnerable pupils; for those in school supervising the children of 
keyworkers. 

Friday Cherubs - for Sharon Roberts and Caroline as they prepare for 
September, for staff who have been furloughed, and for the families they 
continue to support. 

Saturday people you know who have had hospital appointments or operations 
cancelled due to the Coronavirus situation. 

Contact: Sharon at MRBCfamilies@virginmedia.com Follow us on Facebook 

Prayer & Praise for the Week 

The instructions of 

the Lord are perfect, 

    reviving the soul.   

Ps19:7 

May our longings be to 
love God more, serve 

him better, and see him 
return. 

See 2 Peter 3:11-12 
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