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Word for the week 
Words of wisdom from our Pastor, Mike…. 

I have no need of an umbrella because I have a gift, so I’m told. 
What is this gift? It is the ability to go for long walks on wet days 
and not get wet.  

What is my secret? It is just using a 
simple strategy when the weather is 
likely to be iffy. It involves studying the 
weather forecast to the north, east, 

south and west of Coventry. I then undertake a walk in the 
direction where it is least likely to rain and, subsequently, I rarely 
get wet! 

You see, I can read the signs and I trust the predictions of the weather 
experts. Do you value the Bible? If you do, you can read the signs and you 
believe the predictions contained therein. Maybe, you’ve read the 
predictions of global plagues in the book of Revelation which will be signs of 
the beginning of the end. Maybe, you’ve thought there’s no way that 
sophisticated modern human beings will be troubled for long by such things. 

Maybe, you need to think again. 

Life all over the planet has changed because of the Coronavirus. Nobody is totally sure 
whether we are winning the battle or not. Well, whatever happens, suddenly, the 
apocalyptic judgments predicted in the Bible don’t seem so farfetched after all. Suddenly, the 
concept of the God-man returning to earth on a ‘white horse’ has a little more credence. 
Suddenly, the issue of being in a relationship with that God-man seems to have become a 
little more urgent. Maybe, you need to read the last book of the Bible… soon?  
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Word of Encouragement 

I was recently on the M6 on my way to 
Coventry when ‘Low Fuel’ flashed up on the 
dash board.  

I knew I needed to get 
petrol the last time I had 
the car out but I put it off 
until later and then forgot 
all about it. Fortunately, I 
had enough fuel to get 

me to the Tesco Petrol station  

I wonder how many of us are running on 
empty in the spiritual sense. How often do 

you put off until later, spending time with God, 
reading your Bible, listening to a sermon? 

If you aren’t ‘topping’ up on a daily basis then 
there is the risk that you will be running on 
empty when the time comes that our Lord 
returns. 

So ‘keep watch’, stay close to God and keep 
your spiritual ‘gauge’ on full. 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not 
know on what day your Lord will come.”  

(Matthew 24:42) 



Time to Think... 
Take some time to think about what the Bible is 
saying to us today. [Based on Mike’s short talk in 
the zoom Sunday Worship on 2nd Aug 20.] 

The Sabbath  

What does the Sabbath mean to you? Sunday? 
Church? A day when you don’t go shopping or 
work? A day to focus on God? A day like any 
other? 

Looking at the Bible we see the Sabbath is; 

a) a day of rest (Exodus 20: 8-11 ) - rest from all 
the work and stress we normally have in a day. 
Rest is important to rejuvenate and refresh us 
physically, emotionally, and spiritually so that 
we renew our motivation and increase our 
productivity. 

b) a day of remembrance (Deuteronomy 5: 15; 
Acts 20: 7 ) - time to remember all that God has 
done for you, to remember how he carried you 
through difficult times, and to appreciate the 
times he gave you a rest from your troubles. 

c) a day of reflection (Revelation 1: 10-11) - to 

David 

Armstrong 

acted as a 

peacemaker 

helping 

Jimmy and 

Liam find 

peace with 

God and helping them find inner peace which was 

the consequence of them knowing that all their 

sins were forgiven by God.  

David also helped these two strong-minded men 

to be at peace with each other and with those 

who had allowed their political convictions to 

lead them into provocative speech and/or violent 

acts. 

One of the signs of a true child of God is that she 

or he aspires to be a peacemaker. Are you a 

peacemaker? Start by helping members of your 

own family find peace with God and peace with 

each other.  

Bible Study 

Mike’s thoughts on the Sermon on the Mount, this 
week looking at Matthew 5:9 

Jesus Promises Blessings  

“Blessed are the peacemakers,  
for they will be called sons of God ” 

Matthew 5:9 

Have you ever been to Northern Ireland? I visited 

shortly after the troubles abated but there was still a 

tangible ‘atmosphere’ and I noticed various symbols 

of the long running tensions.  

David Armstrong worked in Magilligan Prison in 

Northern Ireland. He led Jimmy Gibson, a Protestant 

and professional terrorist, to the Lord. Later, he led 

Liam McCloskey, a Roman Catholic and prominent 

member of the IRA, to the Lord. These two men, who 

previously had been sworn enemies, travelled 

together after their release, proclaiming 

reconciliation through the love of Jesus. 

reflect on spiritual matters, to wait on God and 
leave space to listen to what God is saying to 
you. 

The idea that the Sabbath is a day to worship God, 
pray, or read the Bible is a common one, but 
actually, in building our relationship with God we 
should have that level of contact with him on a daily 
basis. 

So, in conclusion, whichever day of the week you 
choose for you sabbath, take a day out of your week 
to rest, remember and reflect.  

“Then Jesus said to them, “The Sabbath was made to 
meet the needs of people, and not people to meet 

the requirements of the Sabbath.”  
(Mark 2:27)  

Blessed are those who honour my Sabbath days of rest and keep themselves from doing wrong.  

Isaiah 56:2 

Reconciliation - Coventry Cathe-


